
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
About Liability Protection for AMC Volunteer Activity Leaders 

(Extracted from the AMC Outdoor Leader Handbook) 
 

1. How am I protected from liability should something go wrong on one of my trips? 
 

As a volunteer activity leader with the AMC, you are afforded many layers of protection that 
would not be in place were you to lead trips organized outside of our organization. The 
following structures are in place to protect you (and the AMC more broadly) from liability: 
 

• Your training and experience – your training and experience as an AMC volunteer activity 
leader will help to prevent accidents from happening and will minimize negative outcomes 
should an accident occur. 
 

• Federal Volunteer Protection Act – The Federal Volunteer Protection Act of 1997 states that 
no volunteer may be held liable for harm caused by an act or omission if the volunteer was 
acting within the scope of his/her responsibilities. The exceptions to the law are that protection 
from liability is not afforded in the case of gross negligence, criminal acts or reckless 
misconduct, nor is it afforded in the case of injuries caused by operating a motor vehicle that 
requires a license and insurance to operate, if the volunteer was under the influence of drugs or 
alcohol at the time of the act, or if the volunteer receives compensation for volunteering, in-kind 
or otherwise, that exceeds $500 annually. 
 

• Acknowledgement of risks – all participants must be made aware of the inherent and specific 
risks they may encounter on a given AMC trip. They are made aware of these risks via the 
Acknowledgement and Assumption of Risks & Release Agreement (aka the Volunteer Release 
Agreement) and via a verbal statement about risk given by the volunteer trip leader at the start 
of any activity. When participants have an accurate picture of the risks inherent to a trip, they 
are far less likely to seek damages should an accident occur. 
 

• Agreement not to sue – in signing the Volunteer Release Agreement, all participants are 
agreeing not to sue the AMC, which includes its volunteer activity leaders. More specifically, 
they are agreeing not to sue the AMC for damages resulting from negligence, though if they 
believe gross negligence has been committed, they have the right to file a lawsuit. 
 

• Agreement to file suit in Massachusetts – in signing the Volunteer Release Agreement, all 
participants are agreeing that if they file a suit against the AMC, they will do so in the state of 
Massachusetts, no matter where the damage occurred, where the participant lives, or where 
the accused person lives. In addition to being the state in which the AMC is headquartered, 
Massachusetts has a strong case law history upholding the validity of release agreements. 
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• AMC Insurance – all volunteer activity leaders are protected by the AMC’s general liability 
insurance. So long as the volunteer activity leader is acting within the Leadership Requirements 
and Guidelines, he/she will be afforded legal counsel, court fees, and damage awards provided 
by the AMC’s insurance. 
 
2. Is a non-publicized event covered by AMC insurance? 
 
This depends on the nature of the non-publicized event. If it is an approved Club trip that does 
not appear in a Club publication for some reason, it will still be covered as long as the 
sponsoring Club unit keeps a log consisting of the dates of approval, the date of the activity, the 
activity leader, as well as the kind and general location of the event. However, a group of AMC 
friends who go out on their own on a “bootleg trip” that is not officially approved or sponsored 
by any Club unit is not covered by the Club’s insurance. 
 
3. Are trip leaders covered under AMC’s insurance policies for drive time, i.e., shuttling 

participants to and from trip sites while using personal or borrowed vehicles? 
 
No. The AMC’s liability insurance does not protect activity leaders from liability in the case of 
motor vehicle accidents – motor vehicle travel is outside the scope of AMC-sanctioned activities. 
Thus, any leader or participant who drives others in his/her car must be familiar with and 
comfortable with the limits of their own personal insurance policy. 
 
4. Are trip leaders covered for injuries to themselves which require medical care? 
 
No. Activity leaders should carry and be comfortable with the limits of their own personal health 
insurance. 
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